Part IIIb   Starting To Write Your Term Project – Essay Format (No Lists) – This is the Last Step of Part III
1. Introduction.  Provide a brief summary of the background theory and research in this area.  This means that you must read the two articles and do the following:

2.  The Problem:  Indicate what paradigm or theoretical tradition this topic emerges from and what bodies of literature need to be searched to do research in this area.  

a. Summarize what you already know about this topic by drawing on whatever available sources you are familiar with and/or are at hand.

b. Write a brief summary of the hypothetical problem you are studying and why this is an issue for your boss.  (Note:  This is the boss that you had to create.  If I said you need to expand the description of your job, do it here).

c. Write a statement of the hypothesis (Follow the notes I put on Part I)

d. For your final project, we will select 2 sources from academic journals that discuss at least one of the variables for your topic.  Type a bibliography that includes these 2 sources.  
3. Now Write the Review of Literature.  You will use these articles to actually write the literature review for the final part of the project.  Concentrate on what has been done in the past in each of the two articles, how it was done, and what was good and/or bad about the previous studies.  

a. Now for each study write a one page description of each of the studies you found that incorporates your idea.  In your write-up include:

1. The purpose of each study

2. Identify the independent variable and the dependent variable

3. The hypothesis being tested.

4. The type of study done

5. The conclusions reached by each study

6. Follow the ASA format as found on the link on the homepage of the class.

b. Write the Conclusion.  First, identify the variable that you are using that was similar to this study and state whether it was the independent or dependent variable of the study.  The most important section is to include a discussion about how your project will continue the previous research you just summarized, expand the previous research, or take the previous research into new areas.  Develop a “minitheory” about this topic to include in the conclusions.  In other words, following from certain assumptions, propositions, and concepts (make sure you identify these), what is your best guess about what you expect to find when you do this study (using the two variables you selected from the gss data set).
Format:  Double spaced, one inch margins with a title page with a title and your name on a cover page.  All page numbered.  ASA format.  Bibliography.
